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I met Liz twenty six years ago when I moved to Mallets Bay in Colchester, VT.  
We both attended Holy Cross church, where she was quite active, and we became 
close friends. 

Liz had a sister who lived in Underhill, VT who had two children, a young boy 
who had Downs Syndrome, and a younger little girl who was born with Spina 
Bifida.  It was heartbreaking to see her struggling to move across the floor as she 
could not walk.  No doubt many prayers were said for that family. 

Liz was married to Paul, who was a Colonel in the Army.  While stationed in 
Greece, Paul decided to retire.  Before they left, Liz made a special trip to Ephesus, 
Turkey to the shrine of the Virgin Mary.  While there, deeply in prayer, she saw a 
brilliant light high up in the corner of the church.  Liz looked around but saw no 
windows or sunlight.  When she looked back at the light she saw a vision of the 
Blessed Mother, who looked down on her and said, “We know about the children.” 

For two weeks Liz told no one about the vision.  She then went to an art supply 
store and asked the clerk if he knew of anyone who could paint a portrait for her.  
At the same time there was a man there looking at frames who heard her talking.  
He came over to her and said, “I am an artist, I can paint your portrait.” 

The artist rendered Liz’s vision of the 
Blessed Mother onto a 3ft by 3ft canvas 
which was displayed near the altar at 
Holy Cross church. 

Sadly, Liz passed away years later, but 
her daughter made it her mission to visit 
other parishes to tell the story and give 
everyone a copy of the portrait.  My 
copy is in a frame that sits on my dresser 
next to a picture of my 4 year old son 
who died of Leukemia.  Not a day goes 
by that I don’t talk and pray to the 
Blessed Mother. 

My youngest son recently had surgery 
for colon cancer and is now cancer free 
and back to work. 
Yes, prayers are answered. 


